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Tebala Tebala                 GramGram  
Oasis of Rockford          Desert of Illinois 

TebalaGram deadline for submissions       2/14 

Tebala Shrine Temple Monthly Meeting         2/15  

Mini -Bikes Annual Chili & Golf Outing          2/26 

 St. Patrickôs Day Dinner         3/17 

Annual Unit & Club  Officersô Seminar             2/4 

Super Bowl Party @ Tebala           2/5 

Valentineôs Day Dinner                    2/10 

Fight Night @ Tebala         2/11  

òTebala Working...for the Kidsó 

     Shown in the photo from the left are Tom Brawner, Mary McCauley, Robert Cotner, Robert Boyd, and 

Bear Barker. Wednesday, January 25th, Tebala brought gifts of toys and money donations to the hospital.  Ori-

ental Guide Robert Boyd, along with Past Potentate Tom Brawner and Noble Bear Barker, on behalf of Illus-

trious Sir Dave Babcock and the Tebala Nobility, presented the toy truck centerpieces and the collected dona-

tions totaling $625, along with signed donor cards from the open installation of officers, to Bob Cotner and 

Mary McCauley of the Shrinersô Childrensô Hospital, Chicago.   

Installation photos on page 15 
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Note from the Pote...  

Editorial Policy: All submissions to 
this issue of the TebalaGram have 
been included without alteration to 
style, grammar, or spelling in an at-
tempt to preserve the creativity and 
integrity of the writersõ original intent.  
Any article or material submitted that does 
not meet the standard of Freemasonry or the 
Shrine will be stricken at the discretion of the 
Editor and the Divan. 
DISCLAIMER:  Writers authoring 
submissions will be held accountable for 
accurate, inclusive, and timely info.  
The TebalaGram disavows assumption 
of any and all responsibility for inaccu-
rate, missing, or late info included in sub-
missions, or attributable to omitted 
submissions, published in this newslet-
ter.  Please keep submitting your arti-
cles, notices, and ads, and diligent Te-
balaGram staff will file them appropri-
ately according to current editorial pol-

icy and confidentiality statements. 

TebalaGram 
EDITOR:  Peter J. Holm 
email: tebalagram@tebala.org 

SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE: 
All materials, notices, and articles 

must be received NO LATER 
than the 14th of each month pre-
vious to publication issue. 

email: tebalagram@tebala.org 
Mail to:   Tebala Shrine Temple 

      7910 Newburg Road 
     Rockford, IL 61108 

ADVERTISING: 
Contact Tebala Shrine Office 
    815-332-2010 or 
email: tebalagram@tebala.org 

ADDRESS CHANGES:  Direct 
to Mark Torrance,  Recorder 

email:torrancemark 

          @yahoo.com 

See a color version of the  

TebalaGram linked to our website at  

http://tebala.com.  We solicit your 

input, and are eager to assist you.  

Please request clerical help from  

Tebala at 815-332-2010 if needed. 

The TebalaGram email address is:   

tebalagram@tebala.org.   

First, let me start out by saying how humbled & 
honored I am to have been elected by the nobil-
ity to serve as Tebala's Potentate for 2012.  I 
promise to work hard to help Tebala as well as 
the Shrinerôs Hospitals for Children achieve 
their goals & objectives.  I will strive each day to 
demonstrate the character and the qualities 
consistent with my oath as a Mason & a 
Shriner.  My goal will be to make new friends, 
not only for myself but for Shrinerôs Interna-
tional, our hospitals and the children we serve.     
 

Our primary focus in 2012 must to be membership, membership, 
membership!  More than ever before, we are feeling the impact of 
our declining numbers.  I will work closely with Robert Boyd, our 
Membership Chairman, on ways to bring in new members and to 
restore former members.  I would ask each of you to be aware of 
recruitment opportunities in your daily lives.  Additionally, the Leg-
acy Program that kicked off earlier this month is intended to bring 
in new members.  The Legacy Program focuses on family mem-
bersô, specifically those related either by blood or marriage.  It 
would be my hope to create 50+ new Nobles this year.  WE CAN 
DO IT!!  Ideally, many will be young men with families.  For that 
reason, I have planned some ñfamily friendlyò events and activi-
ties.  Two examples of new events are the Easter Egg Hunt 
planned for April 1

st
 and a trip to the Henry Villas Zoo in Madison 

in mid July.  Both events will be open to memberôs children & 
grandchildren.  Additionally, ñBearò Barker & Gary Ackerman 
have been busy working with the Ice Hogs and the Riverhawks 
on special events for Tebala.  I welcome any suggestions that 
you may have that could help our fraternity move forward and 
grow.  
 
We need your participation, be it volunteering for an activity, at-
tending an event or meeting, being an active participant in clubs 
or units or doing your part in the Grand Daddy Program for the 
circus.  If we all do our part it will have a very positive effect on 
our bottom line & the success of our Temple.    
 
I wish to thank Pete Holm, in advance, for all of the hard work and 
time he will be putting in this year as Editor of the TebalaGram.  I 
know that he will do an amazing job publicizing all of our events & 
reporting articles.   
 
Letôs make 2012 a year that focuses on Shriners Internationalôs 
definition of our fraternity as one that is based on fun, fellowship 
and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, truth and relief.  

 
Yours in the Faith, 

Dave Babcock 
Potentate 

mailto:tebalagram@comcast.net
mailto:tebalagram@comcast.net
mailto:tebalagram@comcast.net
mailto:craig@tebala.org
mailto:craig@tebala.org
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BILL ROBERTSON , POTENTATE  

DAVE BABCOCK , CHIEF RABBAN  

JOHN MILLIREN , ASSISTANT 

        RABBAN 

LOY RICE , HIGH PRIEST &  

     PROPHET 

LARRY KEYSER , ORIENTAL GUIDE 

TOM BRAWNER , P.P., TREASURER 

MARK TORRANCE , RECORDER  

 

Those present per register. 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO 

ORDER AT  7:30 P.M. BY: BILL 

ROBERTSON, POTENTATE 

 MINUTES:  The regular meeting 

was suspended and opened the 

Building Corp.  Gene Gambrel 

made a motion to accept the build-

ing corp report as read, motion 2nd 

by Ziggy.  Motion passed unani-

mously. Closed the building corp 

and reopened the regular meeting. 

Tony Kerby made a motion, 2nd by 

Carlos Duran to dispense with the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  

Motion passed unanimously.  

TREASURERS REPORT:  Carlos 

Duran made a motion, 2nd by Matt 

Thomann to dispense with the read-

ing of the Treasurerôs report.  Mo-

tion carried unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  

Matt Thomann made a motion, 2nd 

by Mike Hoeth to pay the bills.  Mo-

tion carried unanimously. 

DEATHS, DEMITS & RESTORA-

TION:  Bear Barker made a motion, 

2nd by Gary Ackerman to dispense 

with the reading of the Recorders 

report.  Motion failed. 

Starting membership 1257;restored 

1; demit 8; suspended 51;expired 4; 

associates 13; loss of 63; total mem-

bership 1,194. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

Circus ï Loy Rice is working hard 

on new program with the new Tele-

marketer. 

Hospital ï Gene Gambrel reported 

that Tebala sponsored 97 children in 

2011, 2nd to Medinah out of 14 

Temples.  Mini-Clinics 1st Saturday 

in March; 1st Saturday in October.  

Bill Condon is the new Donor 

Chairman. 

TebalaGram ï Pete Holm is new 

Editor.  Deadline for submission is 

the 14th of the month.  Send infor-

mation to tebalagram @tebala.org 

Membership ï Larry Keyser is still 

updating the Hospitalers list. 

Project Tebala ï Larry Keyser and 

Bill Robertson hauled off two trailer 

loads of scrap metal.  Money was 

put in Project Tebala. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Two members 

were elected to the finance commit-

tee.  Leon Larsen, P.P., nominated 

Matt Thomann, 2nd by Arne Larsen  

Joe Blanchard  nominated Brian 

Buza, 2nd by Tony Kerby.  These 2 

members were unanimously elected 

to the finance committee. 

NEW  BUSINESS:  Motion  made 

by Ziggy & passed that the top 4 

officers go to Imperial.   

Tom Brawner, PP made a motion to 

add the new treasurer and recorder 

to the Ameriprise accounts.  Matt 

Thomann made a motion, 2nd by 

Ziggy to include all corporate offi-

cers as signatories on the 

Ameriprise account and checking 

accounts. 

Tom Brawner, P.P., withdrew his 

motion. 

     Don Kimes, P.P. & Gene Gam-

brel installed the new officers of 

2012. 

Potentate: Dave Babcock 

Chief Rabban: John Milliren  

Assistant Rabban:  Loy Rice 

High Priest & Prophet: Larry 

Keyser 

Oriental Guide: Robert Boyd 

Recorder: Mark Torrance 

Treasurer: Vernon Pearson 

     Potentate Dave gave a short 

thank you speech.  He then chal-

lenged the Nobility to attend and 

assist in the things happening at Te-

bala in the upcoming year. 

Must increase membership.  More 

of this issue to follow next month. 

Families are key to getting and 

keeping members.  More family ori-

ented programs will be happening 

this year.  We will have a 2nd ses-

sion at ceremonials this year. 

     The 2012 Fraternity budget 

was presented.  Bill Robertson made 

a motion, 2nd by Bear Barker to ac-

cept the 2012 budget.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

Tom Brawner, P.P., made a motion, 

2nd by Bear Barker to accept the 

2012 Building Corp budget. Mo-

tion passed unanimously. 

     Chuck Slater talked about meat 

drawing April 21 st.  First prize 

$400.00 in store credit at Eickmans, 

second prize $200.00 in store credit 

at Eickmans, and third prize 

$100.00 in store credit at Eickmans.  

Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for 

$20.00 

     It was reported that help is 

needed for the fight night on Feb. 

11th from 4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 

     February 4th is the Club & 

Units seminar. 

     Illinois Shrine football game 

information will be available at 

next monthôs meeting. 

     Chuck Slater won next monthôs 

meal drawing. 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT   

8:49   P.M.  

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

BY:  MARK TORRANCE  

   RECORDER  

TEBALA SHRINE TEMPLE MEETING  

JANUARY 18 2012 

7910 NEWBURG ROAD, ROCKFORD, IL  61108  
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NOBILITY  BIRTHDAYS  
IN  FEBRUARY  

1
st

 

Ralph Pullin  

2
nd

 

Richard E. 

Anderson  

Eugene T. Duncan  

Loren O. Wilson  

3
rd

 

Andreas Dahl  

Kurt P. Keene  

Jesse H. Miller  

Ralph Paulsen  

Arthur Swanson  

Henry Toms  

4
th

 

Michael Barnes  

Warren E. Brander  

5
th

 

Ryan C. Collin  

Joseph Fleming  

6
th

 

Luther R. Gabriel  

7
th

 

Bradford Huddleston  

Leonard Jones  

Lester Krug  

Richard Michelsen  

James Olmsted  

John Sprague  

8
th

 

Richard Peterson  

Frank Rutter  

Derek W. Ward  

 

 

 

 

 

9
th

 

Victor Green  

John R. Red  

John G. Thompson  

10
th

 

Raymond Nagel  

Gregory Warner  

11
th

 

Douglas Carlson  

Erick Haglund  

Robert Macklin  

Charles Slater  

Patrick Sornsin  

12
th

 

William Hall  

Kerry Harlacher  

Peter Kostantacos  

John Markuson  

Gerald Strand  

Gary Tewksbury  

 

 

13
th

 

William Henbest  

Larry Margis  

Dennis Streid  

David Tuell  

14
th

 

David Babcock  

Harry Beattie  

Oscar Rodriguez  

 

15
th

 

Richard L. Barker  

Arnold J. Meyers, Jr.  

Ronald Naden  

Larry Whitsel  

16
th

 

William Jolly  

Samuel Thomas  

17
th

 

Dennis Brinkman  

David Marshall  

Jeffrey Moll  

Herbert Walberg  

18
th

 

Matthew Gibbons  

Thomas E. King  

Mitchell C. Kraft  

James Novak  

Thomas R. Stone  

19
th

 

Lowell Baxter  

20
th

 

Frank McReynolds  

Robert E. Martin  

Richard Papen-

hausen  

Rollo Wagenknecht  

21
st

 

Paul Tormohlen  

H.C. Witzleb  

Ryan Zimmerman  

22
nd

 

Lee Canady  

Arthur Wetzell  

23
rd

 

Thomas Condon  

Aaron Johnson  

 

24
th

 

Bobby L. Armstrong  

James Leason, P.P.  

John Reining  

Keith Rundle  

Jerald Snyder  

25
th

 

James Hackbarth  

Arne Larsen, Jr.  

Eugene Morris  

Gene Snyder  

Lawrence Spence  

George Spires, Jr  

Charles Wenderoth  

William Wenger, P.P.  

26
th

 

Robert L. Hooper  

Richard Kennay  

Craig Manley  

27
th  

James Welte  

28
th  

Larry P. Carr  

Orval J. Johnson  

Kenneth Rodermel  

29
th

 

Henry Keyser  

George W. Nelson  

Dallas R. Smith  



February 2012         Tebala Gram 5    

P l a c e  Y O U R  a d v e r t i s em e n t  i n  t h e  T e b a l a  G r a m  T O D A Y !  

Chaplainôs Call      Love is The Difference: 

     Welcome to February 2012.   This is the month 
when we focus on sending Valentines to those we 
love.   Individuals like our wives, sons, daughters, as 
well as step-sons and step-daughters, grandchildren, 
mothers and fathers, etc. all deserve to receive from 
us an acknowledgement of our love.  Each moment 
we sacrifice our time, financial resources, and en-
ergy for the benefit of a child who is dependent 
upon the help they receive from our Hospitals we 
are demonstrating our love for them as well as our 
Shrine.  It is through our support of this tremendous 
Temple that we make it possible for those less fortu-
nate than ourselves to have a promise for a better 
life.  
      Love demands something from us.   It forces us to 
rise above the differences we sometimes have with 
one another for the benefit of a cause that is greater 
than ourselves.   It is through love that we are able 
to forgive and release the events that may have of-
fended us and in so doing call forth that inner 
higher calling of being the difference that makes the 
difference!   There is a difference in a person who 
becomes a Master Mason, a Scottish Rite Mason, a 
York Rite Mason, and a Shriner. 
     We are called to be reflective of a higher standard 
of living.   We affirm a belief in a Higher Being, Hon-
esty and trust-worthiness.  We commit ourselves to 
being the standard that makes a difference within 
our interactions with one another as well as all our 
endeavors in public and private life. 
     In an attempt to identify how love impacts us I 
came across the following examples reflecting love 
in action.   It is my hope that as you read this article 
you will be touched and uplifted by its message. 
     Some impressions that Kids have on love: 
     "When my grandmother got arthritis, she could-
nõt bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my 
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when 
his hands got arthritis too. Thatõs love." 
     "When someone loves you, the way they say your 

name is different. You know that your name is safe 
in their mouth."  
     "Love is when someone hurts you, and you get so 
mad, but you donõt yell at them because you know it 
would hurt their feelings."  

"Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my 
daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to 
make sure the taste is okay.""Love is whatõs in the 
room with you at Christmas -if you stop opening 
presents and listen." 

"Love is like a little old woman and a little old 
man who are still friends even after they know each 
other so well." 

"Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and 
sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert 
Redford."  

"Love is when your puppy licks your face even 
after you left him alone all day." 
"You really shouldnõt say õI love youõ unless you 

mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. 
People forget." 

Love is the Difference in your life. With Love, 
you become the difference. 

Love is the Difference between a friend and an 
acquaintance 

Love is the Difference between thought and ac-
tion.  

Love is the Difference between good and evil. 
Love is the Difference between Life and Death. 
Love is the Difference when we express our ap-

preciation for those who have impacted our lives by 
attending the Shrine Memorial Service in memory of 
our brethren who has passed as well as their funeral 
service whenever possible. 

Blessings to you and your entire family includ-
ing all the members of our Masonic Fraternity and 
their respective family members! 

Have a great February. 
 See you In March. 
        Les McClelland, Chaplain   

Saturday, February 11, 2012  
The place to be:   Tebala Shrine Center  

No Joke Martial Arts will be at Tebala for Fight Night  
All Shriners are asked to help with this event.  

For more information contact  
Matt Thomann (312) 388 -0505  
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Legacy. Your Legacy, 

Their Legacy, 

 Our Legacy! 
Show pride in your legacy!  For many men, 

being a Shriner is a family tradition.  From one gen-

eration to the next, Shriners have enjoyed a unique 

brotherhood and shared in an important mission.  The 

Shriners Legacy Program is a way to show your pride 

in being a Shriner and to celebrate your part in the 

special brotherhood that comes from membership. 
The Shriners Legacy Program is open to any male 

family member related to a Shriner, including:   Fa-

thers, Grandfathers, Brothers, Uncles, Sons, Grand-

sons, Nephews, and In-laws.  If your family member 

is a deceased Shriner you will still be eligible to be 

part of the program. 

Be a part of special Legacy events.  Tem-

ples will be encouraged to host Legacy nights to honor 

members of the program.  Legacy members in all gen-

erations will be invited to participate in a variety of 

fun events and activities with their family members 

and fellow nobles. 

Wear your Legacy pin with pride. To 

show our gratitude for you and your family continuing 

the Shriner legacy, Shriners International has designed 

an elegant gold pin that showcases your pride in your 

Shriners heritage.  The Shriners Legacy pin will be-

come available in two phases. 

Membership starts here. 
Phase 1 ï New Members 

Shriners International will pro-

vide new members of the frater-

nity with complimentary Legacy 

Program pins if they meet the 

following criteria: 

Å The member must have joined 

after October 17, 2011. 

Å He must also be a part of a 

Shriners legacy, meaning that one or more of his rela-

tives (either living or deceased) is/was a Shriner. 

New members will also need to fill out a Legacy 

Program application at www.shrinersvillage.com. 

Upon review and acceptance of the application he will 

receive a complimentary pin for himself, and a pin for 

up to two additional Shriners Legacy family members 

who have signed his petition. 

Phase 2 ï Existing Legacies 

Beginning January 1, 2012, the Legacy Program 

Pin will become available to current Shriners who are 

part of a legacy for a $5 contribution.  Contributions 

are for the benefit of membership development of 

Shriners International and are not tax deductible.  

While all Shriner family members may purchase a pin, 

each member must fill out a separate application at 

www.shrinersvillage.com. The application for current 

members will be available online January 1, 2012. 

Shriners International appreciates your role in building 

and continuing its legacy. For more information about 

the Shriners Legacy Program, please visit 

www.shrinersvillage.com. 

Members, show pride in your legacy.  

Don't be afraid to ask! 

Robert R. Boyd  

Membership Chairman 

19th Annual Tebala Mini-Bike Chili Cook Off & Winter Golf 
***************************************************************************  

CASH  PRIZE  FOR  THE  BEST  CHILI  DISH 
SUNDAY, February 26, 2009, TEE OFF - 12 NOON ð COOK OFF - 1:30PM 

           TEBALA MINI -BIKE HEADQUARTERS   
     7010  EAST  TRYON  GROVE ROADñRICHMOND, IL. 60071 

CASH BAR - 50-50 RAFFLE - $10.00 PER PERSON  

BRING YOUR  7 ALARM  CHILI  AND  TRY  FOR  A  

$$$ CASH  PRIZE $$$  
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  

DAN GOMOLL, CHAIRMAN  CHILI  COOK OFF ð1-815-790-3396 

http://www.shrinersvillage.com
http://www.shrinersvillage.com
http://www.shrinersvillage.com
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